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Abstract. The couplings of a collection of BF models to matter theories are addressed in the framework of
the antifield-BRST deformation procedure. The general theory is exemplified in the case where the matter
fields are a set of Dirac spinors and respectively a collection of real scalar fields.

PACS. 11.10.Ef

1 Introduction

The power of the BRST formalism was strongly increased
by its cohomological development, which allowed, among
others, a useful investigation of many interesting aspects
related to the perturbative renormalization problem [1-3],
the anomaly-tracking mechanism [3,4], the simultaneous
study of local and rigid invariances of a given theory [5],
as well as to the reformulation of the construction of con-
sistent interactions in gauge theories [6] in terms of the
deformation theory [7,8], or, actually, in terms of the de-
formation of the solution to the master equation.

The main aim of this paper is to construct all con-
sistent Lagrangian interactions in four spacetime dimen-
sions that can be added to a “free” model that describes a
generic matter theory uncoupled to a collection of abelian
BF models [9] by means of deforming the solution to the
master equation with the help of specific cohomological
techniques. The field sector of the four-dimensional BF
model consists of a collection of scalar fields, two sets of
vector fields and a system of two-forms. Interacting topo-
logical field theories of BF-type are important in view of
their relationship with Poisson sigma models, which are
known to explain interesting aspects of two-dimensional
gravity, including the study of classical solutions [10].
Other interesting aspects envisaging BF models can be
found in [11] from a Lagrangian perspective and also in
[12] from a Hamiltonian point of view. The results pre-
sented here extend our former work [13] on the Lagrangian
couplings between a sole BF model and matter fields.

The couplings are obtained on the grounds of
smoothness, locality, (background) Lorentz invariance and
Poincaré invariance. In addition, we require the conserva-
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tion of the number of derivatives on each field in order to
prevent any changes in the differential order of the field
equations with respect to the “free” model. The entire
Lagrangian formulation of the interacting theory is ob-
tained from the computation of the deformed solution to
the master equation, order by order in the coupling con-
stant g. The existence of consistent couplings of order g be-
tween the matter fields and the BF ones is ensured under
the supplementary, reasonable hypothesis that the matter
theory is invariant under some (non-trivial) bosonic global
symmetries, which produce some (non-trivially) conserved
currents j#. It is essential that the number of rigid sym-
metries is equal to the number of BF fields from the collec-
tion. Based on the derivative order assumption, we argue
that the generators of the rigid symmetries cannot involve
the derivatives of the matter fields, and consequently we
take them to be linear in these fields, with some coef-
ficients that are the elements of a set of constant ma-
trices T,. The consistency of the deformation procedure
at order g2 requires the existence of some antisymmetric
functions Wy, that depend only on the undifferentiated
scalar fields, which have the meaning of the components
of the two-tensor on a Poisson manifold with the scalar
fields viewed as the local coordinates on the target space,
and holds in two situations. In the first case (type I so-
lution) all the matrices T, commute and in the second
one (type II solution) their commutators close according
to a Lie algebra L (G) with the structure constants — f..
Type II solutions also restrict the components of the two-
tensor Wy, to be polynomials of order one in the scalar
fields, with the coefficients of the linear terms precisely
fl;lc. The deformation procedure stops at order one if the
matter currents j* include no derivatives and if they ei-
ther remain invariant under the gauge version of the rigid
symmetries in the first case or transform under the gauge
version according to the adjoint representation of L (G)
in the second case. Otherwise, there appear deformations
of order g?> and possibly of higher orders. It turns out
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that our procedure deforms everything, namely, the La-
grangian action, its gauge transformations and also the
accompanying gauge algebra.

This paper is organized into six sections. Section 2 in-
troduces the model to be considered and constructs its
“free” Lagrangian BRST symmetry. Section 3 briefly re-
views the procedure of adding consistent interactions in
gauge theories based on the deformation of the solution
to the master equation. In Sect.4 we construct the La-
grangian interactions for the starting “free” system in four
dimensions by solving the deformation equations with the
help of standard cohomological techniques. Section 5 ap-
plies the theoretical part of the paper to the case where
the role of the matter fields is played by a set of Dirac
fields and respectively by a collection of real scalar fields,
and Sect. 6 ends the paper with the main conclusions.

2 “Free” BRST symmetry

We begin with a “free” theory in four spacetime dimen-
sions, described by the sum between a collection of BF-like
Lagrangian actions and a matter action,

SO [ ;u‘paaBgyuyi]
- [t (o, + 3o, 4+ 2o (1))
OF (A, H 0, BEY] + SE [y (1)

where the BF field spectrum contains a set of two-forms
{BL¥}, two systems of one-forms {A%, H¢}, and a col-
lection of scalar fields {p,}. The discrete index a is an
integer valued from 1 to N, and the number of matter
fields is denoted by I (i = 1,1). Here and in the sequel
the notation f ([¢]) signifies that f depends on ¢ and its
spacetime derivatives up to a finite order, and [uv - -] (or
possibly [ab---]) means full antisymmetrization with re-
spect to the indices between brackets such that all the
independent terms appear only once and are not multi-
plied by additional numerical factors. We assume that the
Lagrangian density Ly is however no more than second
order in the derivatives of the matter fields y* and that it
displays no non-trivial gauge symmetries. In what follows
g; denotes the Grassmann parity of the matter field y°.
The action (1) is found to be invariant under the gauge
transformations (generating set)

S AL = " = (R(A)“)b e
e @)

b
v vp — v Ao
bepa = 0, 8B = —30,e0 = (R )pM e,

dcHy =20"€;, =

§6yi =0, (3)
that are abelian and off-shell, second-stage reducible. The
gauge parameters are all bosonic, with €2, and e4”” com-
pletely antisymmetric in their Lorentz indices. The redun-
dancy of the gauge generators of the fields Hj; and Bf”
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decouples at the level of the “free”
seen from the reducibility relations
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model, as it can be

(4)
(5)

where the reducibility functions respectively take the form
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All these properties can be synthesized by the statement
that the “free” model under discussion is a so-called “nor-
mal” gauge theory, of Cauchy order equal to four. In par-
ticular, the matter action S§**** [yl] is assumed to define a
theory of Cauchy order equal to one, while the BF model
alone, with the action SP¥ [AZ, H, oo, BY ], is described
by a hnear gauge theory of Cauchy order equal to four.

With the purpose of constructing all consistent defor-
mations of this theory in mind, we initially determine its
BRST symmetry. The BRST algebra is generated by the
field, ghost and antifield spectra

= (AL Hy va BYY ')
45* _ (AZ”,H*“, *a B*wyl)7 (9)
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where the fermionic ghosts %' and n“3correspond to the
gauge parameters, respectively, to the second-order re-
ducibility relations, while the bosonic ghosts n%? are due
to the first-order redundancy of the generating set. The
star variables denote the antifields and exhibit statistics
opposite to that of the corresponding fields/ghosts.

Since both the gauge generators and the reducibility
functions are field independent, it follows that the BRST
differential reduces to

s=d+7, (13)
where ¢ is the Koszul-Tate differential, and + means the
exterior longitudinal derivative. The Koszul-Tate differ-
ential is graded in terms of the antighost number (agh,
agh (§) = —1) and enforces a resolution of the algebra of
smooth functions defined on the stationary surface of field
equations for action (1), C* (X)), X' : 059/6P* = 0. The
exterior longitudinal derivative is graded in terms of the
pure ghost number (pgh, pgh(y) = 1) and is correlated
with the original gauge symmetry via its cohomology in
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pure ghost number zero computed in C*° (X)), which is
isomorphic to the algebra of physical observables for this
“free” theory. The degrees of the generators (9)—(12) from
the BRST complex are valued like

pgh(®*°) = pgh(®,) = pgh(ny,) =0,
pgh(n®') =1, (14)
agh(®?°) = agh(n™') =0, agh(®;, ) =1
agh(n,,) = 2, (15)
pgh(n®?) = 2, pgh(n®*) = 3,
pgh(n,,) = pgh(n,) =0, (16)
agh(n®?) = agh(n®®) = 0, agh(n;,) = 3,
agh(ny,,) = 4, (17)
and the actions of § and v on them are given by
§BY = 9 = 72 = s = (18)
* 0% Ly * v L 1z
Syr = — 5 SAM = 0,BU*, SH* = —9lgp,,
Jp™ = OMH, (19)
*Q 1 *
(;Bl“’ = —58 IJ]’ 577& = —3ﬂAa“,
sCs = o HM, (20)
o, = 0By, 0CHH P = —oCl, (21)
577#1/,3)\ = a[;mym 60*;“1/)/\ a[MC:szp)\]v (22)
VLo = Moy = Yoy = V1avs = 0, (23)
YA, = 0un®, yH; =20"C,,, vpa =0,
YBY = =305, (24)
' =0, m* =0, Cs, =—30°Cs, .
ANEVE = 403k, (25)
VCh,, =407Ch, 5, kA =0, 4C8,, =0.  (26)

The overall degree from the BRST complex is named
the ghost number (gh) and is defined like the difference
between the pure ghost number and the antighost num-
ber, such that gh(§) = gh(y) = gh(s) = 1. The BRST
symmetry admits a canonical action s- = (-, S), where its
canonical generator (gh (S) = 0, € (S) = 0) satisfies the
classical master equation

(5,8)=0 (27)
The antibracket (,) is obtained by decreeing the
fields/ghosts respectively conjugated with the correspond-
ing antifields. In the case of the “free” theory under dis-
cussion, the solution to the master equation takes the form

S = Sy + / d'z (A0,m" + 2H 10" CL,, — 3BLLO, P

— 305 PCE

vpA *UVP QN Ya
e T AN ,0AnE PN + ACHPONC VPA),

(28)

and it contains pieces of antighost number ranging from
zero to three.
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3 Basic equations
of the deformation procedure

We consider the problem of constructing the consistent
interactions that can be added to the “free” Lagrangian
action (1), Sp [@*] (where &%° means the original field
spectrum in (9)), invariant under the gauge transforma-
tions (2) and (3), written in a compact form like

6So R —0,

65@ 0 (5@6“3 (o5}

= R%;, ", (29)
such that the couplings preserve both the field spectrum
and the original number of independent gauge symme-
tries. This issue is addressed by means of reformulating
the problem of constructing consistent interactions like a
deformation problem of the solution (28) to the master
equation corresponding to the “free” theory [7]. Such a
reformulation is possible due to the fact that the solution
to the master equation contains all the information on
the gauge structure of the theory. If a consistent interact-
ing gauge theory can be constructed, then the solution S
to the master equation associated with the “free” theory,
(S,8) =0, can be deformed into a solution S,

S—8=8+gS +g°Sa+---

:S+g/d4xa+g2/d4xb+~~, (30)
of the master equation for the deformed theory
(5.5) = (31)

such that both the field/ghost and antifield spectra of the
initial theory, (9)—(12), are preserved. Equation (31) splits,
according to the various orders in the coupling constant
(deformation parameter) g, into (27) and

2(51,5) =0, (32)
2(S9,8) 4+ (S1,51) =0, (33)
(83,8) + (51,52) = 0, (34)

Equation (27) is fulfilled by hypothesis. The next one,
(32), requires that the first-order deformation of the solu-
tion to the master equation, Sy, is a cocycle of the “free”
BRST differential s. However, only cohomologically non-
trivial solutions to (32) should be taken into account, since
the BRST-exact ones can be eliminated by a (in general
non-linear) field redefinition. This means that Sy pertains
to the ghost number zero cohomological space of s, H" (s),
which is generically non-empty due to its isomorphism
to the space of physical observables of the “free” theory.
It has been shown in [7] due to the triviality of the an-
tibracket map in the cohomology of the BRST differential
that there are no obstructions in finding solutions to the
remaining equations ((33), (34) etc.). Unfortunately, the
resulting interactions may be non-local, and there might
even appear obstructions if one insists on their locality.
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The analysis of these obstructions can be done with the
help of cohomological techniques. As it will be seen below,
all the consistent interactions in the case of the model un-
der study turn out to be local.

4 Deformation of the “free” solution
to the master equation

Here, we compute the consistent Lagrangian interactions
that can be added to the “free” model analyzed so far,
which describes a generic matter theory plus a topologi-
cal BF-type model in four spacetime dimensions. This is
achieved by solving the deformation equations (32)—(34)
etc., with the help of some specific cohomological tech-
niques. Our aim is to determine the complete deformed
solution to the master equation, which is consistent to all
orders in the coupling constant. For obvious reasons, we
consider only smooth, local, (background) Lorentz invari-
ant and, moreover, Poincaré invariant quantities (i.e. we
do not allow explicit dependence on the spacetime coordi-
nates). The smoothness of the deformations refers to the
fact that the deformed solution (30) to the master equa-
tion is smooth in the coupling constant g and reduces to
the original solution (28) in the free limit g = 0. In addi-
tion, we require the conservation of the number of deriva-
tives on each field (this condition is frequently met in the
literature; for instance, see [14-16]). The last requirement
will be brought in only after the derivation of the general
form of the first-order deformation, during the consistency
procedure.

4.1 First-order deformation
4.1.1 Standard material: H () and H (d|d)

Initially, we approach the first-order deformation of the
solution to the master equation, described by (32). Using
the notation from (30), its local form is

sa = 0,m", (35)
for some local current m*, so it requires that a is a s-
cocycle modulo the exterior spacetime differential d. In

order to analyze the above equation, we develop a accord-
ing to the antighost number

J

a= Zam agh (ag) =k, gh(ax) =0, e(ar) =0, (36)
k=0

and assume, without loss of generality, that a stops at
some finite value J of the antighost number. This can be
shown, for instance, like in [14] (Sect.3), under the sole
assumption that the interacting Lagrangian at the first
order in the coupling constant, ag, has a finite, but oth-
erwise arbitrary derivative order. By taking into account
the decomposition (13) of the BRST differential, (35) is
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equivalent to a tower of local equations, corresponding to
the various decreasing values of the antighost number

J 12
yay = 0Oy 4 , (37)
(7=
daj+~yaj—1 =0, m (38)
(k=1)H
dap +yap—1 =0, m’  ,1<k<J—1, (39)

Ol

where <m ) are some local currents, with
k=0,J

KM
agh (m) = k. It can be proved that (37) can be re-
placed at strictly positive values of the antighost number
by

vay =0, J>0. (40)

The proof of this result is standard material and can be
found for instance in [14-17]. Then, in order to solve (35)
(equivalent with (40), and (38) and (39)) we clearly need
to compute the cohomology of v, H (7). Due to (23)—(26)
it is simple to see that H (v) is spanned by

w? = (Fp, = o,

pv v

8ﬂHzagpaaaVBé“/7yi) 9 (41)

X5 = (Phys oy s Mg Mns ) » (42)
and by their spacetime derivatives, as well as by the un-
differentiated ghosts

ﬂAl = (navnfz“/p)\v Zup)\) . (43)
(The derivatives of the ghosts 7t are removed from H (7)
since they are y-exact, in agreement with the first relation
in (24), the last formula in (25) and respectively the first
definition from (26).) If we denote by e (n1*) the ele-
ments with the pure ghost number equal to M of a basis
in the space of polynomials in the ghosts 741, it follows
that the general, local solution to (40) takes the form (up
to trivial y-exact contributions)

ay =y (w2, ) e’ (™),

where agh (u;) = J and pgh (e‘]) = J. The objects py
(obviously non-trivial in H? (y)) were taken to have a
bounded number of derivatives and a finite antighost num-
ber, so they are polynomials in the antifields x*, in their
derivatives, in all the quantities w? excepting the undiffer-
entiated scalar fields ¢, and the undifferentiated bosonic
matter fields ¢ (if any), as well as in all of their deriva-
tives. However, the u;’s may in principle have coefficients
that are infinite series in ¢, and in all commuting y*. Due
to their v-closeness and (partial) polynomial character, s
will be called “invariant polynomials”. A useful property
is that the cohomology of d in the space of invariant poly-
nomials is trivial in form degree strictly less than four and
in strictly positive antighost number (for a general proof,
see [18]). This further leads to the conclusion that there
is no non-trivial descent for H (y|d) in strictly positive
antighost number, or, to put it otherwise, that (37) can

(44)
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always be replaced with (40) for J > 0. The proof to the
last result can be done as in [15-17].

Replacing (44) in (38) we remark that a necessary (but
not sufficient) condition for the existence of (non-trivial)
solutions ay_1 is that the invariant polynomials py from
(44) are (non-trivial) objects from the local cohomology of
the Koszul-Tate differential H (d|d) in antighost number
J > 0 and in pure ghost number equal to zero, u; €

Hy (6]d), i.e.
(J-1)¥ (J-H
6:“] :au ] ’ agh j = J_17

(Jfl)#
peh| J =0.

Consequently, we need to investigate some of the main
properties of the local cohomology of the Koszul-Tate dif-
ferential in pure ghost number zero and in strictly positive
antighost numbers® in order to fully determine the compo-
nent ay of highest antighost number from the first-order
deformation. To this end we observe that the form (1) of
the “free” Lagrangian action together with the definitions
(18)—(22) enable us to analyze Hj (6|d) in terms of the
local cohomologies H* (§|d) and HPY (8]d), where the
last local cohomologies in antighost number & refer to the
Koszul-Tate operator that acts non-trivially only in the
matter sector, respectively, only in the BF one?. In the
light of the general results from [19], according to which
the local cohomology of the Koszul-Tate differential in
pure ghost number zero for a given gauge theory is triv-
ial in antighost numbers strictly greater than the Cauchy
order of this theory, combined with the fact that the sep-
arate Cauchy orders of the matter theory and of the BF
model are equal to one and respectively to four, we can
state that

(45)

H™ W (5ld) =0, k> 1, (46)
HPY (5|d) =0, k> 4. (47)

By means of the above results it follows that
Hi (0]d) =0, k>4 (48)

for the overall “free” theory (1) and, moreover, that
Hy, (8]d) = HP¥ (0|d) for k = 2,3,4. As for H; (0|d),
this is the only case where the general representative of
the local cohomology of the Koszul-Tate differential in-
volves, and possibly mixes, the field/ghost and antifield

! We recall that the local cohomology H (§|d) is completely
trivial in both strictly positive antighost and pure ghost num-
bers (for instance, see [19], Theorem 5.4 and [20]).

2 Indeed, we can decompose & like § gmatt 4 §BF
where §™**(matter variables) = d(matter variables) and
§™mat (B variables) = 0, respectively, 6°F (matter variables) =
0 and §5F (BF variables) = §(BF variables). According to this
decomposition, H™***(§|d) and H®" (§|d) must be understood
only like some more suggestive notation for H(5™*"'|d) and
H (6% |d) respectively.

405

spectra of both BF and matter sectors. It is quite reason-
able to assume that if the invariant polynomial py, with
agh (ug) = k > 4, is trivial in Hy, (§|d); then it can be
taken to be trivial also in H™ (]d):

m

k
(,uk = 5bk+1 + (9# (C) s agh (,Ll,k) =k> 4> =

(k)"
P =0Bkt1+0u 7,

n
where fr41 and (’I;) are invariant polynomials. [An ele-
ment of H}™ (§|d) is defined via an equation similar to
(45) for J — k, but with the corresponding current an
invariant polynomial.] This assumption is based on what
happens in many gauge theories. For instance, see [14—
17]. The results (48) and (49) yield the conclusion that
all the local cohomology of the Koszul-Tate differential in
the space of invariant polynomials in antighost numbers
strictly greater than four is indeed trivial:

(49)

H™ (§|d) =0, k > 4. (50)
The previous results on H (8|d) and H™ (§|d) in strictly
positive antighost numbers are important because they
control the obstructions to removing the antifields from
the first-order deformation. This statement is also stan-
dard material and can be shown as in [14-17]. Its proof is
mainly based on the formulas (48)—(50) and relies on the
fact that we can successively eliminate all the pieces of
antighost number strictly greater than four from the non-
integrated density of the first-order deformation by adding
only trivial terms. As a consequence, we can safely take
the first-order deformation to stop at antighost number
four (J = 4 in the expansion (36)):

a=ag+ay + as + ag+ aq, (51)

where a4 is of the form (44) and p4 is a non-trivial element
from H™ (§|d) = HI™VEF (5]d).

4.1.2 Computation of the first-order deformation

After some computation, we infer that the most general,
non-trivial representative of Hi*YBF (§|d) can be taken to
be of the type

(1)
= (oo i (mvey s civey)
N »BU
00 0py
o*U
00 fOpgOpp,

e

* KU VRO
H [#Hf Cgﬁ]

H:“H}‘”ngH;A> , (52)

where U = U(yp,) is an arbitrary function depending only
on the undifferentiated scalar fields. We omit the proof of
this result, which is rather tedious and not illuminating,
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but observe that it is in perfect agreement with the similar
one given in [13] in the absence of BF collection indices
and also with that resulting from the Hamiltonian analysis
of the action (1) in n dimensions and reported in [12]. On
the other hand, the elements of pure ghost number equal
to four of a basis in the space of the polynomials in the
ghosts (43) are
a b a, b a, b c d

n C#yp)\v 1 Nepvpx, M1 NapvpXTop/v! p! X - (53)
Thus, the last representative from the expansion (51) is
provided by directly “gluing” (52) to the elements from

(53) by means of some appropriate functions of the scalar
fields, and hence will be expressed by

ow,
ay = (8 bC:lW/))\
Pe

PWap A A
Hrlner e g ol o]
690035061 ( * )
a Wab H*[HH*VC*;J)\]
5%35%8%
W, H*MH*VH*/)H*)\ nacb
acﬂrasﬁdaS@ea@f c d e f 72N
OME, N
4 C*;wp
( dpa ¢
62M§b [
H* ﬂc*up)\] C*[l“’c*p)\]
8<Pda<Pe ( d e + d e )
33M(fb Al
7H ”H*”C*p
0pa0p0py
84M;b

H*,LLH*VH*PH*)\ a, b -
T P00, )” " e

1 8Mab *UYPA
+ igl_wp)\ <( 6()0(/ CC“ P

82Mab
a(pcaspd
83 Mab

+ -

090900

34Mab

+ -

09090000

_ 1 <8anpq C*uup)\
2.(4)* \ dpe ¢

02 Mnpq

0pc0pq

angnpr H*[#H*Uc*p)\

0p0pa0pe
0* Minnpq
090000

(e + ey
Hj[“H;‘”C;f‘”\]

nbaTHC

HI“ Y HPH )

(e + cbey)
(54)
HZ‘“H;F”HZ”H?A> 77%”?1”?7") -

In the above the functions Wy, M, M and Mnpq de-
pend only on the undifferentiated scalar fields. Meanwhile,
M¢, together with M, ,pe are antisymmetric in their lower

indices due to the anticommutation among the ghosts n®,
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while M are symmetric as a consequence of the com-
mutation among the ghosts for ghosts 7V?*. The factors
—1/4, +1/2 and respectively —1/2 - (4!)% in front of the
last three pieces were added for further convenience.

By computing the action of § on a4 and by taking into
account the relations (23)—(26), it follows that the solution
ag of (38) for J = 4 is precisely given by

o OWap U 82Wab *[p *vp)]
“ ( Dpe Dodpa e Cd
PWa

pc0padpe

2
+2 <6 (aWab ooy 0 Way H"H ) Bror:
dp

H;‘“H;‘”H:P> (=n°Ch,, +4AC), )

0p0pq
aVVab
dpc

1 (OME, uprp
63Mgb
0pa0p.0py

1 a a
(277 nbncw/p —4A )\nbncuupA)

c 2
_ <6 (aajwabcsuu_i_ 0 Mab H*HH*V) B*ap/\
Pd
3Mc

0padp.
4+ 4 8%0 bH*/»b *avpA + Mc *aul/p)\) nbncpl/p)\

aMab *OTK
— gl“/p/\ <a%cc +
83Mab ) A\
+ H:UH*TH:K aocTK pp
dpc0padpe ¢ Haorelly
_ Epvp <4 (8anpq C*;wp +
(4')2 0.

+

[, KAV PA *A UV P b
H*Hy p+anup)CWp)\

Mg,

*[Hc*l/p]
0padpe

H*“H*”H*P)

X

*T K]

2 ab
0°M H*[o‘ p

8@68@d

82 anpq H*[u C*VP]
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By means of (39) for k =3

+ 8

@

das +vyaz =0, m ,

the solution (55) and the definitions (23)—(26

(56)
) lead to
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Next, we investigate (39) for k = 2:

1)

dag +va1 = 0, i , (58)

which, combined with (57), provide a;:

OWap
e
+ Wap (2BC™ — o*n
M
a@QDdb H*HAW (ancw + 3Abp77¢;wp>

_Mg (Buyan,uu_‘_Aa bA*‘u—F?)B*aAb ;u/p)
+ 2¢ <8Mab
vpo
P a(p

glu/p)\ 6an * m *m n —
T ( a5 — P WAL+ 3Mnnpe By ) A,J'Ainq +aq,

ay = HM (—n"H)), + 24" C,,)

*Q b)

H,BM — M“bA*”> po (59)

where

L= (B ([w®) + 407 ([0%]) + 9T (%))

+ H' Ty ([0]) +0i T ([07])) o
=X ([w?]) 0",
and w? is explained in (41). In order to produce a bosonic

a1, as required by the standard rules of the BRST for-

malism, the gauge invariant functions 77", T(fb, Tup and

(60)
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T, must be bosonic, while the Grassmann parity of Tbi

should be equal to ; for each b = 1, N. The term (60)
added in the right-hand side of (59) appears to be like the
general solution to the “homogeneous” equation ya; = 0
and takes into account the fact that both the BF and the
matter theories participate in the local cohomology of the
Koszul-Tate differential in antighost number one. Its form
is given by the general solution (44) for J = 1. Such terms
correspond to as = 0 and thus they do not modify either
the gauge algebra or the reducibility functions, but only
the gauge transformations of the interacting theory. We
emphasize that the solutions as and as obtained previ-
ously also include the general ones, corresponding to the
“homogeneous” equations yaz = 0 and yas = 0. In order
to simplify the exposition we avoided the discussion re-
garding the selection procedure of these solutions such as
to comply with obtaining some consistent as and a;. It is
however interesting to note that this procedure allows no
new functions of the scalar fields beside Wy, MS,, M ab
and M p.q to enter as or as.
In order to solve (39) at antighost number zero,

(0)

dai + vag = 0" m,, (61)

whose solution is nothing but the deformed Lagrangian at
order one in g, from (59) we observe that

1
day = —vy {—WabA‘“‘H,’j + EMgbAZA?,Bg”

1
2 - 4!
aryb av b

n“H, +24 CW)

1
+ et (WbBWBpr - MabchZAﬁA;A‘i)]

+ o+ (Wab (_
c pav 3
- MabA (anc,uv + QAbPTIch>

1
+ ZgypakMabBauunbpoA + Zuguup/\MabchaVAprCAnd>

+ day. (62)
Thus, the consistency of the deformation procedure at or-
der one in the coupling constant requires that da; must
independently be v-exact modulo d

day +yag = 05" (63)
At the first sight it seems that a; is not an essential in-
gredient of the deformation procedure since in its absence
(61) would still allow solutions for ag, as it can be observed
from (62) in which we set a; = 0. However, it is important
to note that in its absence there are no couplings of the
matter fields to the BF sector. Indeed, the results (48) and
Hy, (8|d) = HEF (6|d) for k = 2,3,4 imply that the earli-
est step where the matter generators may be brought in
during the deformation process is given by the solutions of
the “homogeneous” equation va; = 0 at antighost num-
ber one. Since the scope of this paper is to analyze the
structure of possible interactions between the matter and
the BF fields, in what follows we focus on the conditions
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that should be satisfied such that a; indeed furnishes a
consistent ag.

More precisely, we determine the allowed form of the
functions Ty, Tk, Tap, Tty and T in (60) such that (63)
is obeyed. Recalling the definitions (18)—(22), it follows
that

day = — () 1. (64)

In the meantime, from the definitions (24) and the first
two relations in (25) we read that (63) possesses solutions
if and only if there exist some bosonic, y-invariant currents
5{; with both pure ghost and antighost numbers equal to
zero,

vji =0, pgh(ji) =0 =agh(j}), e (ji') =0,

such that

(65)

—6X, = D]l (66)

Analyzing the expression of A, from (60), after some com-
putation we find that a necessary condition for (66) to
hold is ~

T =0, TH =0, To, = 0. (67)

Substituting the partial solutions (67) back into (66), the
latter becomes

o 0L Lo .
lWiOTb ([w?]) = 9ujt- (68)

(0"0a) Ty, ([w2]) + (=)
A practical manner of exhibiting solutions to (68), and
hence, by virtue of the above discussion, of introducing
couplings between the BF and matter theories, is to sup-
pose that there exist some local functions T} involving
only the matter fields and their derivatives, whose Grass-
mann parities are g;, such that

St () = 0t (1)

(=) (69)
Here, j# are some bosonic, local currents that depend only
on the purely matter field spectrum. The last relation
is nothing but Noether’s theorem expressing the appear-
ance of the on-shell conserved currents j/ ([y']) (on-shell
means here on the stationary surface of field equations for
the purely matter theory) deriving from the invariance of
the Lagrangian action of the matter fields under the rigid

symmetries 4 4 ,
Ay' =T, ([y']) & (70)

with £€% some constant, bosonic parameters. From now on
we work under the hypothesis that the matter theory in-
deed displays such rigid symmetries.
Equation (69) may be rewritten in terms of the Koszul—
Tate differential as
aﬂjg = (_y;Té) =404, (71)
and it correlates the rigid symmetries (70) to certain co-
homological classes from the space H; (d|d). Explicitly,
it shows that some global symmetries (materialized in
the conserved currents j#) define some elements o, from
H, (6]d), i.e., some elements of antighost number equal to
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one that are d-closed modulo d. A global symmetry is said
to be trivial if the corresponding o, are in a trivial class
of Hy (d]d), hence if they are d-exact modulo d

Oa = 0pa + Oyucl, agh(pa) =2, agh(cy) = 1. (72)
The currents associated with a trivial global symmetry are
trivial (see the first reference from [7]), and we assume that
this is not the case here.

Inserting (69) in (68), we find that the left-hand side
of (68) reduces to a total derivative if and only if

T = T2 ([y')) Us (9) . Ty = s () 22,

e (73)

where U (p) are some arbitrary functions of the undif-
ferentiated scalar fields. In this case, the bar current from
(68) is related to the purely matter one via

i =3t (') Us (9).

Using the solutions (67) and (73) in (60), we completely
determine aq in the form

(74)

= *rpi ([, a o iy U (¢
o =T ([0) U5 )+ H i ([57]) 22D

(75)
With a@; at hand, from (60) we find that the solution to
(63) is A

ao = ji ([v']) U (0) A}, (76)

which, correlated with (62), enables us to write the full
antighost number zero component in the first-order defor-
mation like

ao = 3t ([y']) Uy’ (¢) A}, — Way () A H),

1 C a v
+ 5 MG, () AL AL BY

1
+ iaﬂwﬂ (Mab (@) Baul/Bbp/\

— g Mot () AL LA AL ) ()

The basic conclusion of the above discussion is that
the appearance of consistent couplings (at order one in
the deformation parameter) of the matter fields to the
BF ones is obtained under the hypothesis that the matter
theory is invariant under some (non-trivial) bosonic global
transformations of the type (70), that result, via Noether’s
theorem (69), in the (non-trivial) conserved currents j&.
It is essential that the number of rigid symmetries is equal
to the number of BF fields from the collection (V).

Putting together the formulas (54), (55), (57), (59),
(75) and (77), we conclude that the first-order deformation
of the solution to the master equation for the model under
study can be written in the form

S = /d4x ((aw‘“’ CrrveA
0,

O*Way, A A
mgrlngrreN ol oAl
8900880(1 ( c d + c d )
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E,uup)\ ab 1 a Ab gc pd
+ T M Ba/J,VBbp)\ - mMadeAMAVAPA/\ .
It is by construction a s-cocycle of ghost number zero,
such that S + ¢gS; is solution to the master equation (31)
up to order g.

4.2 Higher-order deformations

It is clear from (78) that Sy strongly depends on the struc-
ture of the matter theory. The only (reasonable) assump-
tions made so far on the “free” matter theory are that
its Lagrangian density Lg ([y’]) is at most second order
in the derivatives of y* and that it separately describes a
“normal” theory of Cauchy order equal to one. Until now
we did not restrict in any way the derivative order of the
interacting Lagrangian density, given at the first order in
the coupling constant by ag as in (77). However, as an-
nounced in the beginning of this section, we will ask that
the interactions preserve the differential order with respect
to the “free” field equations. Given the first-order differ-
ential behavior of the BF field equations resulting from
the “free” action (1), it follows that each term in ag must
be restricted to have at most one spacetime derivative.
The quantities in ag that may contain spacetime deriva-
tives of the fields are proportional to j# ([y’] ), and hence
we must ask that the conserved matter currents have no
more than one derivative. In view of Noether’s theorem
(69) it is then sufficient to take the generators T of the
rigid symmetries (70) to be polynomials in the undiffer-
entiated matter fields (or even infinite series in the subset
of commuting such fields). In order to fix the ideas and
manifestly ensure that the Grassmann parity of 7! is ¢;
from now on we consider the case where the generators of
the rigid symmetries (70) are linear in the matter fields,
ie.

T = (T, (79)
with (Ta)zj denoting the components of some constant ma-
trices T,. Consequently, we obtain that the derivative or-
der of j# is less than that of the matter Lagrangian density
by one unit, namely it may be either zero or one.

Next, we discuss the higher-order deformation equa-
tions (33), (34) etc. Initially, we analyze under what con-
ditions the first-order deformation (78) is consistent at
the second order in the coupling constant, namely (33)
holds. We will see that these conditions impose various
restrictions on the functions entering (78), so on the one
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hand they fix the expression of .57 itself and, on the other
hand, allow us to predict whether non-trivial second- and
possibly higher-order deformations of the solution to the
master equation appear3. The second-order deformation
is governed by (33), which, if we maintain the notation
from (30) and consider that (S1,51) = [ d*z A, takes the
local form

A= —%sb + "0, (80)
At this point it is necessary to make some specifications.
It is clear that the expression of A depends, beside the
BF sector, also on the (derivative) structure of the corre-
sponding matter currents j4. This is why we will approach
distinctly the situation where the matter currents display
no derivatives from the case where the derivative order of
these currents is equal to one.

Assuming that the matter currents have no derivatives
(or, equivalently, that the matter Lagrangian density is
first-order derivative), with the help of (78) in which we
set (79) we infer that
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(81)
where A is responsible for the occurrence of the matter
sector and its expression is

A= _4€MVP>\

3 Strictly speaking, we should have added to (78) also the
solutions to the equation vag = 9,7" at antighost number
zero. For the lack of simplicity we have omitted such solutions
since their consistency can be shown to enforce their triviality,
independently of the consistency equation for (78), which is
further discussed.
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The form of the t’s involved in (81) reads
OWpe MWeq
(l C ECMC ea €
be = W, y + W 8<p + Wep D0 (83)
d 8Md] d
tabe = Wela—— 90, Me[aMbec] + MMeape, (84)
OMycqy) .
tabcdf = We[a &pe + Me[abchf]a (85)
b= MW, (86)
be
the =W, aaM + MO MO, (87)

€

while the remaining objects, of the type K and U, can be
found in Appendix 6. The notation (bc---) signifies com-
plete symmetrization with respect to the indices between
parentheses such as to include all the independent terms
only once and without normalization factors. We recall
that the expression of A from (82) was obtained under the
assumption that the currents j£ exhibit no derivatives.
In the complementary situation, where the matter cur-
rents do contain derivatives (which is the same as assum-
ing that the matter Lagrangian density is second-order
derivative), we find that the non-integrated density of
(S1,51) = [d'xz A’ can be written as
AN=A+A=1I+A+ A, (88)
where A is given in (81) and A contains derivatives, in-
volves both the BF and matter sectors and depends on the
concrete form of j#. The general expression of A is never-
theless not illuminating in the sequel. Since A’ includes A,
it is enough to analyze the consistency of the first-order
deformation using directly the former quantity. However,
when relevant differences between the cases where the cur-
rents do or do not contain derivatives arise, they will be
clearly emphasized. There are two main types of terms in
the right-hand side of (88):
(i) the first kind involves only the BF sector and was gener-
ically denoted by IT
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(ii) the second variety combines the matter and the BF
spectra and is designated by A+ A, with A given in (82).
Due to their different nature, I and A + A must sepa-
rately be s-boundaries modulo d, i.e. each of them has to
be written in a form similar to the right-hand side of (80).

None of the elements of the type (i) can be written as in
the right-hand side of (80) because none of them contains
spacetime derivatives, as does the action of s on all fields,
ghosts and antifields from the BF sector. Thereby, tqpc,
tgbc, Labedf » tZ and tgc must vanish:

tabe = 07 tgbc = 07 tabcdf = O, tz = 0, th =0. (89)

Using the expressions (83)—(87), we see that the solution
o (89) is

. OWg

_ 5ch1
ab — 3<Pc ’

Meapea = fe ab Mab =0, (90)
where the functions Wy, (which are antisymmetric now
due to the first relation in (90) and to the established

antisymmetry of M¢,) are restricted to satisfy the identity

aI/Vbc]
Dpe

We[a =0, (91)
and fupe are arbitrary constants, completely antisymmet-
ric in their indices.

Because of (90), we find that A’ given by (88) reduces
only to components of the kind (ii):

oWy, oUu? oUup
A/ — ok a C c b
Y; (( ) (Ue a + Web 8(,06 Wec a@e )
+ [T, T.)'; Ug Ue) yn'n°
e (. 0 W W, U U
 Hm < ¢ 0om <Ue e MG e ~ Wee e )
6R Ji < Uy oue >)
a Te Ue C U C
5y (T)'sv Opm ¢ Opm v)) T
( (U MWy, N WebaUC B Wecan )
e 0.
51 .
(Te)’ JU@Ub> Al + A (92)

We observe that the term from (92) proportional to y}
cannot be written in a s-exact modulo d form for the same
reason as before. In view of this, we impose that

a 8Wbc (9UC“ 3U§ 7
(Uﬁ ope Vg, e 8%) ()
+ [T, T.)'; USUS = 0. (93)

There are two kinds of solutions to the system (93).
The first one (to be called “type I solution”) is

Uy = k%W, [To,Tp] =0, (94)

and it does not impose further constraints on the functions
Wb, but merely restricts the matrices T, to be commu-
tative (the second relation in (94)). In (94) k¢ are some
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constants. Due to the identities (91), the antisymmetric
functions W, can be viewed as the two-tensor on a Pois-
son manifold with the dynamical scalar fields taken as
local coordinates on the target space. The second one (to
be named “type II solution”) reads

Wap = foype + Fab, (95)
My, = fre, (96)
Uy =6y, (97)
[To, Ty) = — _ngC, (98)

and it restricts the functions Wy, to be at most linear in
the scalar fields. In the above, fS, and F,;, are some con-
stants, antisymmetric in their lower indices. As a conse-
quence of the identities (91), we find that these constants
are further subject to the conditions

07 Fe[a.fbcc] =0 (99)

e[a fbc]
We can thus interpret fgb like the structure constants
of a certain Lie algebra L (G), where by G we denoted
the unique (since the Lie algebra is by hypothesis finite-
dimensional) connected, simply-connected Lie group hav-
ing this algebra as its Lie algebra. Then, according to (98),
the matrices T}, of elements (T,)", can be viewed as a basis
of infinitesimal generators of an arbitrary linear represen-

tation of dimension I (the number of matter fields) of

L (G). With these two types of solutions at hand, in the
sequel we analyze the existence of higher-order deforma-
tions of the solution to the master equation.

4.2.1 Type | solutions
Substituting (94) in (92) we obtain

(51, 51)

5Rju .
_ 4 a 7
x (W, mdAd +H* OWona d> +A1)

e a
where A; means A restricted to the type I solutions. Two
major situations met in practical applications deserve spe-
cial attention.

L. a. Initially, we consider the case where the matter cur-
rents are invariant under the gauge version of the genuine
rigid symmetries (70),

yj kamkbn Wncnc

(100)

o
oy’

()", = 0. (101)

It is obvious that if the matter currents j# contain deriva-
tives, then they cannot be invariant under the gauge ver-
sion of the rigid symmetries (70). As a consequence, the
formula (101) might hold only if these currents involve no

derivatives, in which situation A; vanishes. Then, from
(100) we infer that (S1,S1) = 0, and so we can take
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S = 0, and, in fact, Sy = 0 for all £k > 2. As a con-
sequence, the deformed solution to the master equation
that is consistent to all orders in the coupling constant re-
sults in this case from (78) where we set (79), (90) and
(94), and reads
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HS“Hi"H:pH}‘A> nmn"npnq) :

where we used the notation

Dty = 0o, 4+ gWap A, (103)
[ha a aWbC c
F, = 0,AY +g Fo, Ab A, (104)
~ a _ ca 8Wbc ¢
(Dﬂ) = 040, — 9 AL (105)
~ o 8Wbc c
(Du)b = 00+ 975 A (106)

From the full solution (102) we can extract all the infor-
mation on the resulting interacting model.

Indeed, the pieces with antighost number zero from
(102) produce the Lagrangian action of the coupled theory

a(la a 7~ 1 v ha
S — /d4a; (HMD;L% + 5 BLE,
- g 5#Vp)\fma aWCd

4-4! OPm

+ Lo ([y']) + 9t (') K*“We (9) A7) -

The first three types of terms describe the self-interactions
of the BF fields. They were partially obtained by us in [12]
under the supplementary assumption that the interactions
do not break the PT invariance (which is the same with
setting fmqp = 0 in (107)). Here, we dropped this require-
ment and consequently allowed the appearance of a new
vertex that is quartic in the one-forms Aj. The last term
provides the couplings between the BF fields and the mat-
ter fields and can be written in the compact form gj!' Ab

where the bar current is given in (74), with the functlons
Ug as in (94). It is interesting to remark that we have a
generalized minimal coupling, in the sense that even if it
is formally expressed like “vector fields times currents”,
however the currents are not the conserved, purely matter

A" Ab Af Ad

(107)
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ones from (69), but the matter currents in some “back-
ground” potentials k%W of scalar fields.

With the help of the elements of antighost number
equal to one present in (102) we read the generating set
of deformed gauge transformations for the action (107),
which can be obtained by detaching the antifields from
these terms and by replacing the ghosts with the corre-
sponding gauge parameters

Sepa = —gWape®, 5. A% ( u) <, (108)
AN oW, oW,
a __ v b . me eb be rrc
Oty =2 (D ) p v I (jm“k Opa  Opq H
82Wbd
A5 A" Bew
* 00a0p. H
1 a W mv An A
+ Efw,p)\fc[mna asDCA A™P AP )
— —— A" A%¢.,.. 109
2 a@aa@c Hvp ( )
. b
0B = -3 (D,,) WP+ 2gW e (110)
OWap 1 A\ OW
_ BV _ Zghvp c A%
g( dp. ¢ 8 Jatac 0pa
Oy’ = g (L)' Y7 k" Wepe". (111)

All the gauge transformations are deformed with respect
to the free ones, (2) and (3). The striking features of the
new gauge symmetries can be synthesized by

(1) the matter fields gain gauge transformations, which
can be viewed as being obtained by gauging the rigid sym-
metries (70) with the choice (79) and by further putting
them in the same “background” potentials k*°W,, of
scalar fields;

(2) the BF one-forms Hj; are endowed with gauge trans-
formations that are proportional with the matter currents
and with the derivatives of the “background” potentials.
Since the deformed gauge generators depend on the fields,
in contrast to the “free” theory (1), we expect that the
corresponding gauge algebra is non-Abelian, although the
matrices T, commute (the second relation in (94)). As it
will be seen below, this is indeed the case. Another inter-
esting observation is that the deformed field strengths and
gauge transformations of the one-forms Aj take general-
ized Yang—Mills forms, with the usual structure constants
replaced by the derivatives of the “background” poten-
tials (see (104) and the second relation in (108), with the
corresponding “covariant derivatives” as in (105)).

The pieces of antighost number two are known to
describe the deformed gauge algebra and new first-order
reducibility relations. They belong to four distinct cate-
gories. Firstly, those linear in the antifields of the ghosts
and quadratic in the ghosts with the pure ghost number
equal to one contain the structure functions correspond-
ing to the commutators among the gauge transformations
(108)—(111). Secondly, the presence of elements which are
simultaneously quadratic in the antifields of the original
fields as well as in the ghosts with the pure ghost number
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equal to one shows that the gauge transformations (108)—
(111) only close on-shell. Here “on-shell” means on the
stationary surface of field equations for the deformed ac-
tion (107). As a consequence, it follows that the deformed
gauge algebra for the type I solutions is open, i.e., only
closes on-shell, unlike the initial one, which is Abelian. It
is interesting to mention that the matrices T, from the
gauge transformations (111) of the matter fields are com-
muting (see the second relation in (94)), but the mat-
ter gauge transformations are not. This is essentially so
because (111) also involves the functions W, that sat-
isfy the identities (91). Thirdly, there appear terms which
are linear both in the antifields of the ghosts and in the
ghosts with the pure ghost number equal to two; the func-
tions that “glue” these BRST generators are precisely the
deformed first-order reducibility functions of the coupled
model. Fourthly, we notice the existence of pieces that are
quadratic in the antifields of the original fields and also lin-
ear in the ghosts with the pure ghost number equal to two
— they exhibit the on-shell closeness of the first-order re-
ducibility relations, in contrast to the initial theory, whose
reducibility takes place everywhere on the space of field
histories. The terms with the antighost number equal to
three and four complete the tensor gauge structure of the
interacting model. Among others, they lead to the conclu-
sion that the reducibility relations of order two also hold
only on-shell.

L.b. In the opposite situation, where the conserved matter
currents are not invariant under the gauge version of (70),

5
oy’ (T

Wyl £ 0, (112)

it follows that (S1,S1) is not vanishing; hence the second-
order deformation S; as solution to (33) will also be so.
This happens for instance if the matter currents contain
spacetime derivatives. Moreover, it is possible to obtain
other non-trivial, higher-order deformations when solving
the remaining equations ((34) etc.). The expressions of
these deformations strongly depend on the structure of
the matter theory and cannot be output in the general
setting considered here. What is always valid is that the
complete deformed solution to the master equation starts
like

,S_'(I'b) _ S,(La) +g2S§I.b) +0 (93) . (113)

Accordingly, the Lagrangian action of the coupled gauge
theory will contain interactions of order g2 and possibly
of higher orders.

4.2.2 Type Il solutions

Inserting (95)—(98) in
comes

(92) we deduce that (S1,S1) be-

SlaSI

_ GRjm
4 e a
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(114)
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with Ay denoting the restriction of A to the type II solu-
tions. Again, we consider two basic situations.
II.a. Assume that

70 .
3 o+ g (1) =0, (115)
or, which is the same, that the conserved matter currents
transform under the gauge version of the rigid symmetries
(70) according to the adjoint representation of the Lie
algebra L (G). Similar to subcase La, the relation (115)
might hold only if the currents j# have no derivatives.
This is so since if we take f$, = 0 in (115), then we arrive
precisely at (101). In consequence, in this case we have
Apr = 0, which further leads to (S1,51) = 0, so we can
set So = 0. Moreover, all the higher-order equations (34)
etc. are satisfied with the choice S3 =S54, = --- = 0. Con-
sequently, the deformed solution to the master equation
consistent to all orders in the coupling constant is pro-
vided by (78) where we use (79), (90) and (95)—(98), and
reduces to

g = / d'z (HED" o + Lo ([y']) + gt AL
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T
+ gfe, (4 (301 BravX 4 g sy aved)
+ CP) Clypa) s (116)
where we used the notation
D¥pq = 0"pa + g (fippe + Faup) A, (117)
F,, = 0,A%Y + gfiAbAC, (118)

Couplings of a collection of BF models to matter theories 415
(Du)*y = 050 — 9fic Ay, (119)
(Dﬂ)a = (55;8“ +gfgc i (120)

The Lagrangian formulation of the interacting model is
deduced from (116) following the same pattern as in the
previous subsubsection, i.e. analyzing its components with
definite, increasing antighost numbers.

Thus, the Lagrangian action of the interacting theory
takes the simpler form

S = / die <HZD“90a + %Bg”?ﬁu
g 14 a c
- ms“ p)\fe[ab cd]A AbA Ad
+ Lo ([y']) +gii (v) A7) -

and it is invariant under the deformed (generating set of)
gauge transformations

(121)

SEQOCL =—9g (]E,fb@c + Fab) Ebv
8 AS = (Dy)", €, (122)
SEHa =2 (Dy) b /LV gf_élcebHcv (123)
SEBZV =-3 (DP)ab vr— fabebBéw
+ 29 (f;b‘Pc + Fab) v
+ %swp* Feran g AL AS e, (124)
Sy’ =g (To)'; ye”. (125)

Let us briefly comment on the physical features of the
coupled model in this situation. The first three terms
from (121) describe again the self-interactions among the
BF fields. The abelian field strengths of the one-forms
{AZ} are now deformed into the standard Yang—Mills
form (118), instead of the more general expression (104)
from the previous case. Also, the coupling between the BF
and the matter sector is a minimal one, of the form “vector
fields times currents”, where the currents are now precisely
the conserved, purely matter ones from (69). Along the
same lines, we read that the new gauge transformations of
the one-forms {AZ} are standard Yang—Mills, being given
by the second relation in (122), with the corresponding
covariant derivative expressed by (119). The matter fields
are endowed, as a consequence of the type II solutions,
with the deformed gauge transformations (125), which
are nothing but the gauge version of the rigid ones (70)
with the generators as in (79) and satisfying the relation
(98). We would expect that the deformed gauge algebra
be precisely the Lie algebra L (G) with the structure con-
stants — f¢,. However, this is not true since (116) contains
a term proportional to s“”pAfe[abfcd B*“Bpkn n?, which
shows that the deformed gauge algebm is in fact open, so
it closes only on-shell. (More precisely, it closes when the
field equations for the two-forms hold, 55811'a)/5B5” ~0.)
This is a relatively rare example of gauge theory with an
open gauge algebra, whose structure functions reduce en-
tirely to the structure constants of a Lie algebra. If we
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however forbid the breaking of PT invariance, namely
take feqy = 0 in (116), then the deformed gauge alge-
bra indeed becomes the Lie algebra L (G). As for the re-
dundancy of the new gauge transformations, it remains
of order two, with the corresponding deformed reducibility
relations closing on-shell.

IL.b. In the opposite situation, where the conserved mat-
ter currents do not transform under the gauge version of
the rigid symmetries (70) according to the adjoint repre-
sentation of the Lie algebra L (G):

51t
oyt

Je fap + (Th)'; ¥ #0, (126)
we find ourselves in the same framework as in subcase L.b.
Thus, (51, 51) is not vanishing, such that the second-order
deformation Sy involved in (33) will also be so. In prin-
ciple, it is possible to infer other non-trivial higher-order
deformations as solutions to the equations ((34) etc.). The
concrete form of these deformations depends again on the
structure of the matter theory and cannot be prescribed
here. We can only write that the complete deformed solu-
tion to the master equation begins like

GaLb) _ g(La) 4 gzséﬂb) +0(g%), (127)

such that the interacting Lagrangian action includes ver-
tices of order g2, and possibly of higher orders.

Finally, a word of caution. Once the deformations re-
lated to a given matter theory are computed, special at-
tention should be paid to the elimination of non-locality,
as well as of triviality of the resulting deformations. This
completes our general deformation procedure, based on
local BRST cohomology.

5 Examples

Next, we consider two examples of matter theories — Dirac
fields and real scalar fields — and determine their consistent
interactions with the four-dimensional BF model under
discussion in the light of the analysis performed in the
previous sections.

5.1 Couplings for a set of Dirac fields

First, we examine the consistent couplings with a collec-
tion of massive Dirac fields. In view of this, we start from
the Lagrangian action of the matter fields S5**** [y¢] in (1)
of the form

s [, 04] = [ dte (3 (167975 0, - mag) )

(128)
where 9% and 92 (A = 1,17, a = 1,2,3,4) denote the
spinor components of the complex Dirac spinors 14 and
¥* (the bar operation signifies spinor conjugation). The
actions of 6 and ~ on the matter generators from the free
BRST complex are expressed by

spg =0, Y =0, (129)
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st = — (16", 9 + mof) i (130)
005 = = (1) 0 — mag ) v, (131)
YR =0, 5 =0, vt =0, 9 =0, (132)

where the antighost number one antifields %4 and **
are bosonic. Their actions on the variables from the BF
sector are correctly defined by the appropriate relations
in (18)—-(26). Let us consider the rigid symmetries

A = B (T4 €%, Ach§ = — (To)5 ve?,

of the action (128), such that the corresponding conserved
currents read

(133)

g =18 ()% (1) v (134)
From (134) we find that
5k ;o A T B B
a (7)) = =24 (T, J——L R @
5yz (b)jy 6wé(b)B,¢)a 5wz(b)A’l/)B7
(135)
and hence
51 A - O B a
@(Tb)g% ~Sya (1) 4 ¥'s
= i (v")% (Lo, To) "y ¥ (136)

In the case of type I solutions (see (94)), the relation
(136) becomes

LA 7k
sy 0P

so that we are under the conditions of subcase I.a. Conse-
quently, (75) takes now the form

ay = (A5 — YA 0%) (To) 5 B Wan®

() 08 — (Ty)" v =0,

(137)

J—t 8ch " @
o+ H R G () (Ta) g vpn’s (138)
while ag (the solution to (63)) can be written as
G0 = 102 ()% (Tu) %, kW AL, (139)

According to the general theory, the consistency of the
first-order deformation leads to no higher-order deforma-
tions in this situation. The deformed Lagrangian action
and accompanying gauge transformations are given by
(107) and respectively (108)-(111) where we set y* —
Y%, 4 and use (133) and (134).

For the type II solutions (see (95)—(98)) it follows that
the relation (136) leads to

g A - 0Nk B o F
(&hﬁé (Tb) B wa - 5w% (Tb) Aw% = _jg ac,b? (140)
so we are in subcase II.a. Furthermore, we have
— " ETe] * a B a
ar = (P — i) (Tu) 4", (141)



do = i ()% (Ta) 5y Vg AL

The consistency of the first-order deformation again pro-
duces no higher-order deformations. Similarly, the de-
formed action and its gauge transformations follow from
the relations (121) and (122)—(125) where we replace y°
by 9% and 92, and take into account the relations (133)
and (134).
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(142) so we are in subcase Lb. In this context we have

ay = k*° <—¢*A (Ta)'p 6" W

OWep A 7 B b
HP ™) (Ta) 152
+ m a@m, ( H(b ) AB (b 77 ( )

and respectively
—  _ 1.ac A T B b

ao =k (0¢") (T.) 6" Wadl.  (153)

5.2 Couplings for a collection of real scalar fields

Second, we analyze the case where the role of the mat-
ter fields is played by a collection of real scalar fields,
{#*} ,_s7- In this situation the Lagrangian action of the

matter fields from (1) is

1
syt [0%] = [[ate (3Kan (0,0%) %6°) -V (6)).
(143)
where K 4p is an invertible, symmetric, constant matrix.
We assume that the matter action (143) is invariant under
the bosonic rigid symmetries

At = — (T,) 0P

This is true if the constant matrices T, of elements (Ta)‘%,
are such that the following relations are satisfied:

(144)

%VA (T4 6% =0, (145)

(Ta>AB - (Ta> BA’ (146)
where

(Ta) ,, = Kan (1) (147)

Assuming that such matrices exist, it follows that the con-
served currents associated with the rigid symmetries (144)

read
it = (@Y e" (1)

For the model under consideration we then find that

(148)

R b
s )y = =5 (L) p e (149)

With the help of the expression (148) we deduce that

6B i
Y (Tb)é; o”

= — 70, 1)) Kac (9"6) o”

1
o (2 (T T} KAC¢A¢B) . (150)
where {Ta, Tb} =T, Ty, +TyT,.

For the type I solutions (see (94)) the relation (150)
becomes
ofy

dpA

(T} o7 = -0 (3 (1.1 Kaco®o”) 20,
(151)

The consistency of the first-order deformation of the so-
lution to the master equation leads to a non-trivial defor-
mation at the second order, of the form

1
S = KR e (T Tl [dtete?  (15)
oW oW
bu *u b pb * - ec
X ([/LpbA / + H"{ n M) (LLGCAZ + Hnun(‘ asan ) .

Because of (102) adapted to our model and of (154) we
obtain that S{"” = 0 and also S{"» = '™ —... = 0.
In this situation we get that the full deformed Lagrangian
action is a polynomial of order two in the coupling con-
stant

Sél.b) _ géBFI) (155)
1 o \A _ \B
o b () ()
=V (¢M)],
where

. A
(Du) =80+ (Ta) 4 kWi AC, (156)

and S’((JBFI) denotes the action that describes the self-
interactions among the BF fields for the type I solutions,
and reduces to the first three terms from the right-hand
side of (107). The deformed gauge transformations of (155)
are as in (108) and (110)—(111) where we set 3* = ¢ and
(Ta)lj =- (Ta)AB, while the gauge transformations of the

one-forms {Hl‘f} are enriched with terms of order two in
the coupling constant:

S rra & a

o.Hy, =0.H, (157)

OWey

+ ¢?Kap (Th) % ¢ (T.) 5, ¢Dk€fogAgkbCWed.
In the above SeHﬁ can be found in (109) and j* must be
taken as in (148). The commutators among the deformed
gauge transformations are also modified with terms of or-
der two in the coupling constant, but the reducibility rela-
tions stop at order one in the coupling constant and hence
take the same form as in subcase La.

For the type II solutions (see (95)—(98)) the relation
(150) gives
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o .g A B Fcoqp
- 5¢A (Tb)B¢ +f¢ibjc

= —o" (; {Tav Tb}% KAC¢A¢B) ) (158)

so we are in subcase II.b. Consequently, we have that

ay = —% (To) 5 oFn (159)

and respectively

do = ("¢ (TQ)AB gl A2, (160)

The consistency of the first-order deformation leads to the
second-order deformation

1
SP) = 1 Kac AT T}, [ dtaotoP Anal. (161

Using (116) adapted to the present model and (161) we

get that S§H'b) = 0 and, furthermore, Sill'b) = én'b) =

.-+ = 0. Consequently, the complete Lagrangian action of
the coupled model becomes

GULY) _ GBI
1 - (A = B
+ /d433 §KAB ((Du> c¢c) ((D} ) D¢D)

= V("]

(162)

where
A

(D,) e = 620, + g (T.)'s A, (163)

and SéBFH) means the action responsible for the self-
interactions among the BF fields for the type II solutions,
being represented by the first three terms from the right-
hand side of (121). It is again a polynomial of order two
in the deformation parameter. In this situation the gauge
transformations of the action (162) gain no new compo-
nents of order two or higher in the coupling constant and
are expressed as in (122)-(125) where we set y* = ¢ and

(Ta)lj = — (Ta)’%. Consequently, the gauge algebra and
the reducibility relations are the same as in subcase Il.a.

6 Conclusion

The main result of this paper is that we can indeed add
consistent Lagrangian interactions to a “free” theory de-
scribing a collection of BF-like models and a matter the-
ory in four dimensions. Our treatment is based on the
deformation of the solution to the master equation. The
first-order deformation is computed by means of the lo-
cal BRST cohomology in ghost number zero. Its existence
is due to the hypothesis that the matter theory is invari-
ant under some (non-trivial) bosonic global symmetries,
which produce some (non-trivially) conserved currents j*.
The consistency of the first-order deformation restricts the
commutators of the constant matrices T, that enter the
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global matter symmetries to either vanish (type I solu-
tions) or close according to a Lie algebra (type II solu-
tions). The deformation procedure stops at order one if
the matter currents j# include no derivatives and if they
either remain invariant under the gauge version of the rigid
symmetries in the first case or transform under the gauge
version according to the adjoint representation of L (G) in
the second case. Otherwise, there appear deformations of
order g2 and possibly of higher orders.

The common features of the interacting gauge mod-
els resulting from the two types of solutions at order g
are as follows: the matter fields are primarily coupled to
the vector fields Af; all the fields (BF and matter) gain
deformed gauge transformations; the gauge algebra of the
deformed gauge transformations closes on-shell (in spite of
the Abelian and respectively Lie character of the matrices
T,), in contrast to the “free”, Abelian one; the reducibil-
ity relations hold on-shell, i.e. on the stationary surface
of deformed field equations, unlike the initial ones, that
held off-shell. The main differences between the two cases
are revealed by the couplings of the matter fields to the
BF sector and by the expressions of the gauge transforma-
tions. Indeed, for the type I solutions we find a generalized
minimal coupling in the sense that even if it is formally ex-
pressed like “vector fields A}, times currents”, however the
currents are not the conserved matter currents j#, but j*
in some “background” potentials of scalar fields propor-
tional with W, while for type II solutions we recover a
genuine minimal coupling. The same observation holds for
the gauge transformations of the matter fields: in the for-
mer case they can be viewed as being obtained by gauging
the rigid matter symmetries and by further putting them
in the same “background” potentials of scalar fields, while
in the latter they reduce to gauging the rigid symmetries
only. The deformed field strengths and gauge transforma-
tions of the one-forms A% inherit a similar behavior: they
are generalized Yang—Mills-like for type I solutions, with
the usual structure constants replaced by the derivatives
of the “background” potentials, and standard Yang—Mills
corresponding to the Lie algebra L (G) for type II solu-
tions. Finally, we note that the exemplification of our re-
sults in the case of a set of Dirac fields leads to no de-
formations of order two or higher for either type I or II
solutions, while for a system of real scalar fields we obtain
second-order deformations for both solutions.
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Appendix A:
Notations used in Sect. 4.2

The various notations used within the formula (81) are
listed below:
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